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vehemently   disputed  by  writers  whose  ignorance  of the
Australian facts has proved no impediment to their dogma-
tizing confidently about them.   Thus the present writers in-
form us that physical paternity is absolutely unknown to
the  aborigines (" that the father has anything to do with
conception is absolutely foreign to the native mind ").    Cor-
responding to this ignorance of the process of propagation
in the human sexes is their ignorance of the process of pro-
pagation in plants.   Though these savages have been in con-
tact with white people for many years and have enjoyed the
advantages of missionary teaching, they have not yet learned
that seeds sown in the ground will spring up and produce
fruit after their kind.   It is true that they perform ceremonies
to promote the growth of those plants which furnish them
with food ;   but what they scatter about in these ceremonies
on these occasions are not seeds, but stones ;   or, if they do
throw seed about broadcast, they are at pains to crush it
between  stones  before  sowing  it,   so  that  fertilization is
rendered impossible.    They also perform ceremonies of the
familiar type to ensure a fall of rain, which is much wanted
in their arid and sun-scorched country ;  in these ceremonies
they throw water about, doubtless in imitation of rain, and
with bunches of feathers they make a swishing sound to
mimic the plash of falling rain.   A more singular, but no
doubt equally effectual, way of drawing down showers is for
a number of performers to pierce the skin of their arms,
thighs, and other parts of their bodies with sharp bones,
collect the flowing blood in a vessel, and drink it.   How this
is supposed to ensure a fall of rain is not clear to the European
mind.   The appearance of the Aurora Australis in the sky
excites great alarm in the minds of these savages, and to
avert the threatened danger they resort to indiscriminate
sexual intercourse.   How such intercourse affects the Aurora
remains a mystery ;   but as it is invariably followed by the
disappearance of the alarming celestial phenomenon, the
native is no doubt perfectly satisfied of the causal connexion
between the two, and goes to sleep with the calm conviction
that he has adopted the right remedy in the emergency.
The natives, like many other savages, never ascribe death
to natural causes, except when somebody has been knocked